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Abstract

Re-reading “Eveline” and “Clay” by Gynocritics
So-yeon Kim

This study attempts to re-evaluate James Joyce and his works by Elaine
Showalter’s gynocritics. He has been stigmatized as a feminist or anti-feminist but
there are problems in this contrary evaluation. According to Showalter’s gynocritics,
female literature has been changed as other subcultures has and it has gone through
three phases: feminine phase, feminist phase, and female phase. Specifically,
Eveline in “Eveline” and Maria in “Clay” are the women in the first phase,
feminine phase, where women conform to and reproduce the patriarchal ideology.
They try to gain men’s prestiges such as money, mobility and power by marriage
or fantasies about it. These seemingly paralyzed and passive women have been the
grounds which make James Joyce an anti-feminist, but they are the results which
he tried to make with sympathy and compassion as a plain record of women at that
time in Ireland. Through this lens, we can evaluate James Joyce by gynocritics in
a new way, out of a black and white contrary way of judgement, and shed the new

light on his attitudes towards women and women in his works.

B Key words : James Joyce, Dubliners, “Eveline”, “Clay”, feminism, gynocritics
MY~ Zol~, HERKIEE, MER,, &, ddFyug,
AGulE)

E=RAS 20199 59 289
=824} 20199 69 17¢

=
AANEA: 20199 69 269



