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Abstract

Nomadic Desire in Mrs. Dalloway

Suk-Hyun Seong

The early twentieth-century gave rise to the movements and desire to
investigate the unconsciousness of humankind and deconstruct and convert the
binary gender system. A number of critics have analyzed Virginia Woolf* works,
using Freud's psychoanalysis and Lacan's theory. These critics investigate the
unconscious of characters, texts and the author. Exploring how the subjects create
their lives by themselves against the male-centered ideology, these analyses
examine the voice of ‘the Others’ in Woolf's works. This dissertation investigates
how Clarissa pursues nomadic desire to change from the oppression of the
male-centered ideology in Mrs. Dalloway. This dissertation uses theories of Deleuze
and Guattari who criticize Freud's psychoanalysis and Lacan's theory in order to
trace the origin of the protagonists.

In Mrs. Dalloway, Clarissa and Septimus resist the dichotomous system based
on patriarchy. Their desire causes no loss or lack of original objects in reviewing
with psychoanalysis, but just to flow continuously as schizo-subjects in terms of
Deleuze and Guattari's schizoanalysis. Clarissa is “a full body without organs” who
produces the difference and the varieties, while Septimus is “an empty body without
organs” who produces nothing due to the extinction of power. Their desire is not
from loss or lack from original objects but unconscious and nomadic desire. This
kind of desire is a desire to produce, and a desire to become. Septimus is devoid
of mental capacity to understand other people because of his tenacity of holding
communion with only Avans, his lover, who died in the great war. So he can not
create a new life and contact other people for fear of taking the chance to become

other selves. His desire ceases to exist. He feels only fear and horror. Those who
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look at him even feel horror. Eventually he pursues Anti-Oedipus by committing
suicide because of his frustration. Opposingly, Clarissa creates her new life and
Anti-Oedipus by communicating with other people. She gathers other people,
connects to each of them and creates her life positively while becoming various
selves. Therefore, Septimus and Clarissa are nomadic subjects drawing a line of
flight from the structure of Oedipus.

B Key words: Deleuze and Guattari, schizoanalysis, Mrs. Dalloway, nomadic
subjects, Anti-Oedipus, schizo-subjects(EF 28} 7IElD], BAIEEE B4,

"dziglo] H01,, RBUA FA|, YnQoIEL, BUEH FA)



