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ot A e & Bl ST 2R UEFY] AR “oXHol & T
o2 Hol & Adle] FoAHH FF (1998 AFS Ho|7] g Aeolth
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FEsitta vt “7}7%4 G sdel el AV w2 FEUME o5
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AZE 730 A FR e G AL HEE] 2D 2(Leslie Williams)E H2] 1 £0]
g Zo)7] fEolvh. X ATe] Hae FEE FAAA A& AANdte
Ak 1920t @A) 19600 H2ko] WHEE 3 Q)& Ao|Th ThA] T, &
Tole] Al E oA ito] HES Fdd AR YehtA Fe Aot Aol
S ES} wlo] #e]dhe o] oJHME 19209 FAZ} A AR Y A
o[ t}.
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P 2AE HEA A 250 BF “Edroln aA “gu]rE 9t 59

o]F HEE Aujste AL o|dZ=27|7} ot A& A ot
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Abstract

Brendan Behan’s The Hostage and

the Predicament of Postcolonial Writer in the Margin

Hyoseok Lee

A writer, in the postcolonial situation, may be faced with difficult missions of
resisting to the colonization on the one hand, and struggling against the top-down
elite of his nation. Brendan Behan, for example, was fighting against both
ideologies of imperialism and nationalism, when he turned himself from a IRA
soldier into a dramatist. This predicament seems to be the same with other writers
from the former colonial nations of Asia, Africa, Latin America, etc.

Why didn’t he hide the hot hostility to the new governments of Eamon de
Valera and Cosgrave, not to mention of England? It is because the Irish leaders
could not show their ability to satisfy the material and spiritual poverty of the
people, while oppressing and depressing them by censoring and arresting the
opposing citizens. In The Quare Fellow and The Hostage, the postcolonial regimes
of Ireland followed the same bad manners of imperial social system and continued
the dissatisfaction and discontent of the Irish people.

Behan, in his The Hostage, is telling us three points: first, it is inappropriate
for a nation after independence to resort to the nationalist and imperialist dichotomy
of enemy and friend. Second, the postcolonial movement of a nation should begin
with political, economical, and cultural democratization. Last, the new order of
postcolonial nation should not discriminate those minorities for their marginalities
such as whores, aliens, homosexuals, and black people: Colette, the Russian sailor,
Rio rita, Princess Grace in The Hostage should have their own seat in the new

society.
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