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Abstract

The Voyage Out in Our Age

Kwangin Shin

Almost 100 hundred years have passed after The Voyage Out was published
and Rachel, the female character of it, died due to the patriarchal society. During
the past years, suffrage and professions like lawyer were open to women. However,
the patriarchal society and its language are not changed. Rather, the situation gets
worse because ‘the voyage out’ for self-realization of modern times has to be done
on the global scale. As a result, this age produces many modern Rachels —female
immigrants —who suffer from new society’s different languages and its impenetrable
patriarchal power.

In the new society, female immigrants are marginalized and so, lose their
voices. They are forced to remain as ‘Others’ in the periphery of society and are
silenced. Though they came to the new society to realize their selves, the result is
turned out to be opposite. As a result, they locked themselves in themselves more
strongly and don’t try to get out of self-negation.

To help them break out of that situation, “the little language” of Woolf is
needed. As we know, the little language is composed of “broken words, unfinished
sentences, cries, gestures, and even nature.” It embraces all the existences which
were hurt and discarded by the patriarchal language. Accordingly, in “little
language,” female immigrants become full of life as Rachel became a lively
mermaid in the sea. Based on this, we need to pay attention to the “little language”
again and acknowledge its value to heal the female immigrants’ lives in this new

nomadic age.
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B Key words : Patriarchal society and language, “the little language,” Modern
Rachels, self-realization, silence, marginalization, Others
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