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The matron had given her leave to go out as soon as the women’s tea was over
and Maria looked forward to her evening out. The kitchen was spick and span:
the cook said you could see yourself in the big copper boilers. The fire was
nice and bright and on one of the sidetables were four very big barmbracks.
These barmbracks seemed uncut but, if you went closer, you would see that
they had been into long thick even slices and were ready to be handed round
at tea. Maria had cut them herself. (D 82)
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The women would have their tea at six o’clock and she would be able to get
away before seven. From Ballsbridge to the Pillar, twenty minutes; from the
Pillar to Drumcondra, twenty minutes; and twenty minutes to buy things. She
would be there before eight. (D 83)
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She changed her blouse too and, as she stood before the mirror, she thought of
how she used to dress for mass on Sunday morning when she was a young girl;
and she looked with quaint affection at the diminutive body which she had so
often adorned. In spite of its years she found it a nice tidy little body.
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The tram was full and she had to sit on the little stool at the end of the car
facing all the people, with her toes barely touching the floor. She arranged in
her mind all she was going to do and thought how much better it was to be
independent and to have your own money in your pocket. (D 85)
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There was a great deal of laughing and joking during the meal. Lizzie Fleming

said Maria was sure to get the ring and, thought Fleming had said that for so

many Hallow Eves, Maria had to laugh and say she didn’t want any ring or

man either; and when she laughed her greygreen eyes sparkled with

disappointed shyness and the tip of her nose nearly met the tip of her chin. (D

84)
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The gentleman began to chat with her about Hallow Eve and the rainy weather.
He supposed the bag was full of good things for the little ones and said it was
only right that the youngsters should enjoy themselves while they were young.
Maria agreed with him and favoured him with demure nods and hems. (D 86)
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Often he had wanted her to go and live with them; but she would have felt
herself in the way (though Joe’s wife was ever so nice with her) and she had
become accustomed to the life of laundry. Joe was a good fellow. She had
nursed him and Alphy too; and Joe used to say:

—Mamma is mamma but Maria is my proper mother. (D 83)
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They led her up to the table amid laughing and joking and she put her hand out
in the air as she was told to do. She moved her hand about here and there in
the air and descended on one of the saucers. She felt a soft wet substance with
her fingers and was surprised that nobody spoke or took off her bandage. There
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was a pause for a few seconds and then a great deal of scuffling and
whispering. Somebody said something about the garden and at last Mrs
Donnelly said something very cross to one of the next door girls and told her
to throw it out at once; that was no play. Maria understood that it was wrong
that time and so she had to do it again: and this time she got the prayerbook.
(D 88)
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Abstract

A “Spick and Span” Mirror: James Joyce’s “Clay”
Kyeong-Kyu Im

The aim of this paper is to read James Joyce’s “Clay” as an allegory, one that
tells us the impossibility of realism and naturalism. Joyce’s intention in writing
Dubliners was to create a “nicely polished looking-glass” to reflect the moral
paralysis of Dublin life. In addition, that mirror was symbolized as “spick and
span” copper boilers in which “you could see yourself” in “Clay.” Yet the “spick
and span” mirror of “Clay” is in fact one that has an invisible hole or a blindspot
in its heart. In other words, there is something the mirror does not reflect, which
is “soft wet substance” in the story. Although it is of utmost importance in
understanding the whole story of “Clay,” we, including Maria herself and the
readers of the story, could not see what the substance is and what its meaning is.
This paper read this blindspot as a rationale for which Joyce had to break his mirror
only to have a “cracked looking-glass” in Ulysses. That is to say, the “spick and
span” mirror in “Clay” is intended to be a mirror that would dissect human nature
in a naturalistic way. However, it worked against itself; it not only revealed its

impossibility but also precipitated Joyce into modernistic formal renovation.

B Key words : James Joyce, “Clay”, mirror, modernism, realism
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