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Abstract

The Politics of Gaze: A Lacanian Reading of “Nausicaa”

Gilyoung Oh

This essay attempts to examine “Nausicaa” in view of Joyce's thinking on the
sexual difference and relationship, mainly drawing on Lacan's scandalous notion of
the impossibility of sexuality relationship and his theory of gaze. Bloom ftries
continuously in Ulysses to verify his male identity with the gazes of others,
especially women, typically illustrated in his voyeuristic enjoyment of Gerty's
exposure in “Nausicaa”. The question of sexual identity is posed and confirmed in
his relationship with Gerty. As Joyce brilliantly demonstrates in “Nausicaa,”
echoing the Lacanian argument that there is no such thing as sexual relationship,
sexual relationship is always already asymmetrical.

Fach sex's symbolical relationship to the Other(the Symbolic) is different from
each other. In her silent exchanges of glance with Bloom, Gerty falls into a
daydream that she finally encounters her ideal real man who embraces and protects
her. Against the ideal image of real man projected onto Bloom, Gerty similarly
projects a ladylike image onto herself. Gerty's silent desire expressed in her glance
falis, however, far short of capturing Bloom's unrepresentable voyeuristic desire of
enjoying her. Gerty serves the enjoyable feast for Bloom's eyes. The mis-matched
exchanges of glances and desires between Gerty and Bloom may be discussed more
clearly in conjunction with the Lacanian notion of gaze. Gaze is a reciprocal
product of Self and Other in the Lacanian terms. The process of gaze is, as well
expressed in the Gerty-Bloom case, made possible by the logic of misjudgment or
misrecognition from both partners. Gerty's fantasy of love is based on her
misjudgment. Gaze is, however, asymmetrically reciprocal. The process of

self-identification in the space of gaze goes hand in hand with the appropriation of
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the projected image onto herself. Gerty thus finally realizes the gap between fantasy
and reality at the end of the episode.

B Key words : sexual difference, sexual relationship, sexual subject, glance, gaze,
masculine, ferninine, the Other, Lacan, Freud, Irigaray, Deleuze (54 XJ0],
SR BA, B8 FA, A, 34, g8, 984, te, B, ZE0lE,
clglAH0l, EHZ)



