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Abstract

Bloom's Repressed Body in Ulysses

Inyeoung Song

This essay aims to explicate what James Joyce thinks of the human body and
why and how Bloom's body has been repressed in Ulysses. Since the issue of the
body is closely and widely interlaced with every aspect of character's life, this
approach affords us with a deeper understanding of Joyce as well as character.

Joyce has a (w)holistic view of the body. According to him, the body is not
just an erroneous physical entity, but an embodiment of every part of the human
being. However, in the early twentieth century, Dublin was dominated by idealism,
which caused the Irish people to have a dichotomous view of body and soul. As
a result, people should repress their body, whether with awareness or not.

Ulysses shows us Bloom's repressed body from various angles. First of all,
Bloom's body has to be repressed by not only the Irish Gentiles but also himself,
for the reason of his Jewish identity. Bloom himself tries to evade his stigmatized
Jewish body. Secondly, he methodizes his body as a tool for the ideal manliness.
He makes efforts to “make a new man” out of his feminine form and obeys the
code of conduct for the purpose of securing a safe place in society.

Thirdly, Joyce presents Bloom's bodily repression in terms of physiological and
sensual experience. Even though he unconsciously recognizes the meanings of
physiological function, he consciously tries to hide it from the public gaze and
chooses the “respectful” manner concerning eating. On the other hand, Bloom has
an excessive sensual interest in the female body. His semi-pornographic liaison with
Gerty proves the futility of sensually-obsessed activity. Lastly, Joyce shows
through the Blooms' present predicament the extreme to which the domestic ideal"
and “the feminine ideal” have negated the body and as a result, distorted the

couple's marital life.
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Joyce knows that as far as the ideal disparages the body as inferior and
immoral, it only leads an individual's life to barrenness and perversion. Bloom is

its representative victim of the pyrrhic victory of the “ideal.”

B Key words : James Joyce, Ulysses, Dublin, Bloom, body, repression, wholism
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