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Abstract

The Secularity of James Joyce's Theory of Writing
in the Images of Body and Sex
Kang-Hoon Lee

Joyce's open descriptions of the body and sex in his novels like 4 Portrai,
Ulysses, and Finnegans Wake have caused many critical debates among readers and
critics including the censure of being pornographic or cloacal. But now they are
recognized as essential elements for exploring Joyce's aesthetics and his theory of
writing.

Joyce insisted on the values of the bodily and the sexual and regarded them
as basic physical conditions of all human beings. This is why so many images of
body and sex are scattered throughout his novels. But these images not only testify
Joyce's secular attitude on life and art, but also imply his theory of writing.
Stephen's aesthetic theories in A Portrait and Ulysses, for example, heavily depend
on the eucharistic and pregnancy-delivery image. Great human body is embodied
in the structures of Dubliners and Finnegans Wake. Each chapter of Ulysses implies
human bodily functions. And Bloom's interest in the recreative, fertilizing role of
the “lower bodily stratum,” and his desire for writing in the image of cloacality
show it is the images of the body and sex that help Joyce to achieve his

“celebration of mankind.”

B Key words: body, sex, writing, image, excrement, secularity, creation
(EA, 8, 2271, olnA, WA, &Y, B%)



