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Abstract

Epiphany in Modernist Literature: The Sacred and the Secular

Dauk-Suhn Hong

Joyce's theory of epiphany presented by Stephen Dedalus in Stephen Hero and
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Moan is largely indebted to Saint Thomas
Aquinas's theological philosophy. Joyce's theoretical formulation of epiphany as one
part of aesthetics, in fact, liberally interpreted and applied to serve his own ends
of modemist aesthetic principles of aestheticism and formalism. It seems Joyce
follows the form of certain scholastic principles of the sacred, but by denying the
premises upon which they are based, he distorts and consistently secularizes the
original meaning of the epiphany.

After the detailed discussions of Joyce's intentional transformation of epiphany,
this study examines the epiphanic moment in his first story “The Sisters” of
Dubliners. In his practice of epiphany in that story, the writer radically reveals the
detached distance of irony from the paralyzed character by using the symbol of the
empty chalice and the linguistic pun of “idel/idol.” Contrary to the original meaning
of epiphany, Joyce does not show the “spiritual manifestation” but the ironic

rejection of it.

B Key words : Joyce, esthetic theory, epiphany, Stephen Hero, A Portrait of the
Artist as a Young Man, “The Sisters”, secularity, the sacred
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