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-It implies that he[Denis Breen] is not compos mentis (sane in mind) [. . . .]
-Still, says Bloom, on account of the poor woman, I mean his wife.

-Pity about her, says the citizen. Or any other woman marries a half and
half.

-How half and half? says Bloom. Do you mean he . . .

-Half and half I mean, says the citizen. A fellow that’s neither fish nor
flesh.

-Nor good red herring, says Joe.

-That’s what I mean, says the citizen. A pishogue, if you know what that
is [ ...] (U. 12.1043-59)
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Seeing they were all looking at his chest he accommodatingly dragged his
shirt more open so that on top of the timehonoured symbol of the
mariner’s hope[anchor] and rest they had a full view of the figure 16 and
a young man’s sideface looking frowningly rather

-Tattoo, the exhibitor explained. That was done when we were lying
becalmed off Odessa in the Black Sea under captain Dalton. Fellow, the
name Antonio, done that. There he is himself, Greek. (U. 16.673-79)
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Well met they were, said Master Dixon, . . better were they named Beau
Mount[Mount of Venus] and Lecher for, by my troth, of such a mingling
much might come. Young Stephen said indeed to his best remembrance
they had the one doxy between them and she of the stews to make shift
with in delights amorous for life ran very high in those days and the
custom of the country approved with it. Greater love than this, he said, no
man hath that a man lay down his wife for his friend. Go thou and do
likewise. Thus or words to that effect, saith Zarathustra, . . . (U.
14.355-63)
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Side by side Bloom, profiting by the contretemps, [. . .] with Stephen [. .
.] went across toward the Gardiner Street lower, [. . . .]

The driver never said a word, good, bad, or indifferent, but merely
watched the two figures, as he sat on his lowbacked car, both black, one
full, one lean, walk towards the railway bridge, to be married by Father
Maher. As they walked they at times stopped and walked again [. . .]
while the man in the sweeper car in any case couldn’t possibly hear
because they were too far simply sat in his seat near the end of lower
Gardiner street and looked after their lowbacked car. (U. 16.1880-94)
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Abstract

Leopold Bloom and Euphemisms on Homosexuality in

James Joyce’s Ulysses

Eunsook Park

The various innuendoes about male love at the time when it was a clause
of critical offence are prevailing in James Joyce’s Ulysses. Dublin, without
exception, was one of the European cities which were obsessed with the social
purity ideologies. Joyce suggests Irish nationalism’s emphasis on strong
masculinity as a phase of such national proclivity in particular. Accordingly,
Leopold Bloom, a Jew, belongs to a countertype to a masculine stereotype.
Lots of critics discussed homosexuality in Ulysses in relation with the main
stream culture: gender or national ideologies are juxtaposed with it. However
this study reverses those widely shared approaches: it aims to understand the
various expressions concerning the theme of love between males mainly from
Leopold Bloom’s stand. Bloom would be a character who “live[s] round the
corner” (U.16.1112) as he says. Dublin males see him not only as an
effeminate man but also a homosexual. “A Jew is a homosexual” (Mosse 83)
was a tell-tale antisemitic belief during those eras. Even equanimous Bloom
becomes chapfallen from time to time, albeit he overcomes it. Ultimately the
exuberant euphemisms about homoerotic relationship between men which are
focus of Bloom’s ethnic anxiety mirror the Dublin men’s passivity in

interiorization of the dominant cultural values of that time.

B Key words : Ulysses, Leopold Bloom, Euphemism, Homosociality,

Homosexuality, Antisemitism, Masculinity
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