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Abdract

The Politics of Excrementd Satire in James Joyce' s Ulysses

Sheon-Joo Chin

One of the reasons Joyce uses extendve <caological language in his
Ulysses is that he invented a narrative drategy for <tire by converting the
purgative function of excrement to an artigic end. This is evidenced in his
clam for his sairica broadsde “The Holy Office” (1904) that his duty as
atig is “KaharssPurgaive” This paper invegigaes what, in Ulysses, Joyce
irizes by the excremental references how he employs various excretory
images, and findly, the politics of his scatological tire.

This invedigation focuses on the fact tha Ulysses is st in 1904 when
Ireland was a colony of the British Empire. Joyce, a podcolonia writer, fird
contemptuoudy derides English colonial culture for the reason that “the brutish
empire” is nothing but the produce of “cloaca obsesson.” And he dw
ridicules, with excremental language and actions, domegic problems such as the
hypocrisy of the press and deplorable emationdism of his felow countrymen,
neither of which is, in his edimation, free from the imperidigs remote
manipulaions.

As ire is, as characterized by Jonathan Swift, not maice but medicine,
S0 does Joyce's satire appear to be reflective of his repressed dedre that al the
repressve factors caused from bath without and within Ireland have to be
purified as early as possble. In this regard, Joyce's excrementd stire is an
efficacious narraive draegy to promate, as he put it, “the spiritua liberation of

rny COUIT[I’y .”



