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Abstract

Two Flowers in Joyce’s “Lotus Eaters”

Seunghee Sone

The twice-mentioned “a flower,” in chapter five of Ulysses can be read as
Martha’s and Bloom’s desire which is reflected in the form of two flowers.
The reader desires to restore Martha and Bloom, who rarely meet in person,
to a face-to-face relationship via flowers. The fifth chapter of James Joyce’s
Ulysses, “Lotus-Eaters,” presents a flower as really enclosed in Martha’s love
letter and a flower as a figurative representation for Bloom’s bath
masturbation. These two flowers actually draw the readers’ attention against
the chapter filled with actual names of flowers. They also represent the main
posts, resonating with why Bloom leaves home and how Joyce finishes
Bloom’s lonely adventure, in “Lotus-Eaters.” This paper discusses a Homeric
parallel using Odyssey as a resource text. Bloom’s verbal response to Martha’s
letter is read closely with the language of flowers Joyce actually elaborates.
Bloom floats his man-flower as a bodily manifestation compensating with
lemon flavor for the odorless flat petals at the ending scene of the episode.
A floral bridge connects Martha’s letter to Bloom’s bath in the end. Joyce
employs the language of flowers as a portal of discovery, and as his narrative
strata relaying Martha’s letter to Bloom as Henry Flower, reaching the author
himself. Finally, the two yellow flowers are related facing each other reflecting
and compensating desires: Martha’s petals pinned in the letter to Bloom’s skin

floating on the water.



210

M Key words: two flowers, “Lotus-Eaters” in Ulysses, James Joyce, Martha

Bloom, language of flowers

o] A, UW EE, 17%%_‘)
A 2021 119 27Y
.Er./ﬂ/\

HAE 2021 119 27Y
|12 2021 12€ 17¢



