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Abstract

Moments of Becoming in Mrs. Dalloway

through the Nietzschean Philosophy

Kumjoo Kim

Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway shows the experience of modern city life. Clarissa
Dalloway goes out into the streets in London to buy the flowers for her party, and
expresses her impressions for the dynamic street. Her opinion, “creating it every
moment afresh,” in the midst of feeling the dynamic energy and vitality of the
street is related to the Nietzschean philosophy which asserts that only “becoming
as invention, willing, self-denial, overcoming of oneself” is clear and meaningful.
Nietzsche does not believe the essential nature, and asserts that there is only
something non-identical, changing, in flux which does not aim at a final state, does
not flow into being —becoming. Therefore, according to Nietzsche, there is no truth
itself; there are only interpretations. He asserts that the value of the world lies in
our interpretation, and evaluation is creation, so men are creators.

On the street of London, when Clarissa says “what she loved: life; London; this
moment of June,” this “moment” is related to Nietzschean “moment” as becoming.
Deleuze explains that this moment is not a terminal state, the present moment is
not a moment of being or present ‘in the strict sense,” and it forces us to think of
becoming. Clarissa experiences this moment as becoming with delight, but a certain
fear lurks in her delightful state of mind. Thus, we can see Clarissa’s affirmation
of becoming in the process of Clarissa’s overcoming what makes her fear. The
narrative of Clarissa’s self-creation parallels the narrative of Septimus in Mrs.
Dalloway. The narrative of Septimus deepens the theme of moments of becoming

in Mrs. Dalloway. Clarissa and Septimus actually do not see each other. However,
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Clarissa goes through suffering and overcomes it through the accidental encounter
with him by getting the news about his suicide during her party. This accidental
encounter as her significant experience of the moment brings Clarissa to new
awakening and gives her an impetus for her affirmation of her life. Paying attention
to the process of Clarissa’s affirmation of her life, Woolf shows that Clarissa
obtains Nietzsche’s formula “to stand in a Dionysian relationship to existence” —

“amor fati.”

B Key words : Virginia Woolf, Mrs Dalloway, Friedrich Nietzsche, becoming,
moment, self-creating, will to power
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