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6) We must pass judgement upon these multitudinous impressions; we must make out of

—~

these fleeting shapes one that is hard and lasting. But not directly. Wait for the dust of
reading to settle; for the conflict and the questioning to die down; walk, talk, pull the
dead petals from a rose, or fall asleep. Then suddenly without our willing it, for it is thus
that Nature undertakes these transitions, the book will return, but differently. (SC 266)
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In happiness there is always this terrific exaltation. It is not high spirits; nor
rapture; nor praise, fame or health (he could not walk two mile without feeling
done up) it is a mystic state, a trance, an ecstasy which, for all that he was
atheistical. sceptical, unbaptised and all the rest of it; had [,] he suspected [,]
some affinity with the ecstasy that turned men priests, sent women in the prime
of life trudging the streets with starched cyclamen-like frills about their faces,
and set lips and stony eyes; but with this difference; them it prisoned; him it
set free. It freed him from all dependence upon anyone upon anything.
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I have sometimes dreamt, at least, that when the Day of Judgment dawns and
the great conquerors and lawyers and statesmen come to receive their rewards
—their crowns, their laurels, their names carved indelibly upon imperishable
marble —the Almighty will turn to Peter and will say, not without a certain
envy when He sees us coming with our book under arms, ‘Look, these need no
reward. We have nothing to give them here. They have loved reading.
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Abstract

On “The Very Spot” in Virginia Woolf’s Advice:
The Reading Method as Gift and Happiness of Singularity

Jaesik Chung

By locating Virginia Woolf’s “How One Should Read a Book,” which can be
called ‘the common reader’s manifesto of reading,’ in the context of her other works
such as “Happiness” and A Room of One’s Own, this paper aims to examine how
the notions of ‘the reading method as gift’ and ‘the happiness of singularity’ are
formulated and presented in the essay. Woolf’s reading method, based on her
profound ethical and ontological understanding of the relationship between the
author and the reader, is structured as the relation of the gift. Woolf suggests
becoming-author as the key element in her reading method of gift. Becoming-
author, as the reader’s proper response to the gift given by the author, is comprised
of two stages; the first one is to allow ourself to be open to properly receive the
gift from the author by eliminating the closed ego. Based on this reception, the
readers should furthermore transform the gift into the source of his or her own
creativity through the diverse experimentations of the author’s language. Such a
form of creativity serves as a substantial foundation for the joyful reading occurring
in Woolf’s reading as gift.

Of interest here is that the joy of reading can be extended to the principle of
‘happiness of singularity.” By singularity, I mean the mode of individual existence
in which one’s potentiality and creativity can be powerfully intensified and
actualized by one’s encounter with the Other (or multiplicities). This mode of
singularity gives the joy of freedom by liberating us from the shackles of
pre-established ideas, social prejudices and ideologies. In the matrix of Woolf’s way

of reading, the author and the readers met as the mode of singularity, and they
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weave their encounter into a higher stage of happiness by sharing their joy with
other new readers. Borrowing from Spinozian dictum, we could conclude that their

happiness is not the reward of the reading but the joyful reading itself.

B Key words : the common reader, reading, gift, becoming-author, creativity,
singularity, happiness
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