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Abstract

Unrequited Sorrow and Memory in “A Painful Case”

Dongbeom Huh

In Joyce’s works, the voices which are significant are often hardly audible. In
“A Painful Case,” the impact of inaudible voices of a dead woman assumes a
palpable force in the mind of a living man. This essay examines how involuntary
memories triggered by material environments challenge the excessively coherent
narrative of the self-absorbed protagonist, bringing his inner life into contact with
the inaudible voices of unrequited sorrow. On this view, a passing train at the end
of the story seems to speak back to the protagonist, releasing him from his painful
emotions. However, most critics see the conclusion of the story as his conscious
refusal to have any connection with the deceased’s memory, confirming his
narcissism, ultimately seeing himself return to incurable loneliness. This paper seeks
to address the question, having in mind two prospects of emotional closure: whether
one needs to get over grief or getting over it is a betrayal of the memory of the
deceased. This paper’s suggestion is that understanding grief as ‘a process’
unfolding over time illuminates the last scene in a more meaningful way rather than
when grief is understood as a mental state at a time. In order to advance the
discussion effectively, this paper draws on such notions as nachtrglichkeit,

acting-out and working-through, as well as free indirect discourse technique.

B Key words : sorrow  (grief), involuntary memory, inaudible voices,
nachtréglichkeit, free indirect discourse
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