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Abstract

The Role of Music in Shaping Cultural Memory in Ulysses:

Focusing on the “Telemachus,” “Sirens” and “Cyclops” Episodes

Younggyu Lee - Jong-gab Choi

Music in James Joyce’s Ulysses plays a role in shaping cultural memory. The
songs presented in Ulysses are instrumental in forming a shared cultural heritage
and reinforcing the feeling of unity and cohesion in the group. In the Telemachus
episode, the song “Who goes with Fergus?” by Yeats has different meanings for
different individuals. While Mulligan, Anglo-Irish, is not impressed with the song,
it makes Stephen, Native-Irish, think critically about the Gaelic Revival Movement.
In addition, the song “The Croppy Boy” in the Sirens episode is about a boy
sacrificed by a British imperialist. The Native-Irish people listening to this song at
the Ormond bar have a strong feeling of sympathy for the boy; on the other hand,
the song does not appeal to Bloom as Jewish. In the Cyclops episode, for Irish
nationalists, “Sinn fein! Sinn fein amhain” is a slogan that unites the nations.
However, the lyrical phrase is not meaningful for Bloom. The function of music
used in Ulysses is to help the formation of the cultural memory that is retrieved

in different ways according to an individual’s racial origin and personal experience.

M Key words : music, cultural memory, James Joyce, Ulysses, nationalism
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