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Abstract

Joyce's Deconstruction: The Absence of Center and

Its Recognition in Dubliners

Sanghyo Kim

The purpose of this paper is to investigate a deconstructive aspect, the absence
of center and its recognition in Dubliners, on the basis of Derridean deconstructive
theory. Derridean deconstructive theory is generally divided into two aspects:
deconstructing the presence of center represented in structuralism and hierarchy in
Western philosophy. In the former, applying the concept of “différance” to the
structuralist concept of sign, Derrida converts the structuralist meaning, that is, the
presence of center, into the absence of center. In this theory, "new beginning" is
always presupposed by "différance.”

In his writing Dubliners, Joyce said, "My intention was to write a chapter of
the moral history of my country and I chose Dublin for the scene because that city
seemed to me the center of paralysis"(Letters 83). As he said, the main theme of
Dubliners is paralysis, which is represented by both the Dubliners' belief in the
presence of center and their inability to deconstruct the belief and to start their new
life. Like this, the structuralist concept is predominant in Dubliners. Even though
he discloses the structuralist condition of Dubliners in almost all the stories of the
novel, Joyce finally aims to make them recognize their realities, deconstruct them,
and begin their new life.

In the "childhood stories,” Dubliners are paralysed, but the boy heroes
recognize that Dubliners are paralysed. This shows the boys' recognition of the
absence of center and the expression of their possible new life. But it seems very
difficult to expect Dubliners to assert their will to begin their new life in the later

stories, whether they recognize their paralyzed situation or not. In the "adolescence
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stories," as with the boy heros in the previous stories, the protagonists realize the
absence of center, but they have lived so long in their paralysed circumstances that
they cannot exert their will to begin their new life. In the "stories of mature life,"
the main characters also recognize the absence of center, but because their
recognitions are passive, misdirected, obscured, and untrue, naturally they cannot
direct their life to their creative life. In the "stories of public life," Dublin adults
believe in the presence of center more seriously. In the coda, "The Dead," Gabriel
Conroy, the representative of the paralyzed Dubliners, at first is spurred on by his
belief in the absence of center, but he, in the end of "The Dead" and Dubliners,
gets to the recognition of the absence of center, and shows his will to begin his
new life.

Although Joyce describes Dubliners as paralysed, he conclusively expresses a
deconstructive aspect of Dubliners through Gabriel's deconstructing his own closed
world and beginning his new life. It is Joyce's deconstructive aspect that makes
Dubliners become aware of their paralysis, and exert their will to begin their new

life full of creative, continental, and cosmopolitan points of view.

Bl Key words : paralysis, recognition, Derrida, deconstruction, presence of center,
absence of center, beginning will (W], Q141 HZ|CE, ShA|, A9 §iE,
A9 2, AIEAR])



