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Abstract

The “Room” Motif and Mrs. Dalloway

Kwang In Shin

This paper is trying to read Mrs. Dalloway from the "room" motif point of
view. While reading Mrs. Dalloway, we encounter the "room" motif many times.
Clarissa summarizes the supreme mystery of life as "here was one room; there
another” adding that Peter's love and Kilman's religion could not solve the mystery.
Why should she describe it especially with the "room"? This reminds us of Sally,
Clarissa's close friend, describing the humans "as prisoners scraiching the wall of
the room" at the end of the text. Also Clarissa's double, Septimus committed
suicided himself throwing out of the window of the "room" insisting
"communication is health and happiness." His suicide was intended to be done with
a knife at first but it is finally related to the "room" again.

In addition there are many detailed descriptions "going into a room” and "out
of a room” of many characters. Clarissa goes out to Bourton through the French
window and Lucrezia goes out to aunt's garden in Venice, both of which, having
warmth and peace, are very different place from their present situation. The heroine,
Clarissa also emphasizes the hinges of the doors should be taken off for her party
planned to combine other people as an offering for life.

Besides these pieces of evidence in the text, we can find "room" related
phenomenon outside as well. Virginia Woolf published Jacob’s Room just before
Mers. Dalloway and after it A Room of One's Own. As we know Jacob’s Room deals
with the "room" as a character itself or something bigger like "the
unconsciousness." The "room” is not just physical space in Jacob’s Room.

From the inside and outside bases, this paper concludes in Mrs. Dalloway the

"room” motif also functions as an important signifier though it is a bit weakened
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than in Jacob's Room. In Mrs. Dalloway "room" indicates the physical and spiritual
situation of the character, contrasts the different world and time and even symbolizes
the idea itself as in the example of the old lady who lives across the street.
And Clarissa's condition can be read by the "attic" where she stays alone. The
"attic" shows well the contradictory situation of Clarissa who holds a party to
combine people and to create something for life itself but does not open her mind
and allow herself to "permeate” among the people. Trying too hard to protect the
privacy of her soul she "retreats” ever and eventually becomes an "attic" among the
people. She becomes the "emptiness in the middle of life" as the attic itself.
Like this, the "room" motif can show us readers many things about a character
and their present situations, so by reading Mrs. Dalloway from the window of the

"room" motif, we can broaden our perspective and have another appreciation for it.

B Key words: "room” motif, communication, attic, privacy of soul, Clarissa,
emptiness (“Y7HE|Z, AF, TR, 701 29 1wy, SEkElAl, J6)



