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Abstract

“the shortest way to Tara was via Holyhead”: Joyce’s Nationalism

Sheon-Joo Chin

This article aims to investigate James Joyce’s nationalism through the
examination of his attitude towards the Irish Literary Revival Movement and his
purpose of writing Dubliners as revealed in his letters to Grant Richards,
English publisher of the book. The article is based on the fact that lots of his
literary utterances show him to be a communal writer rather than an individual
one.

The Irish Literary Revival was in full swing when Joyce was a college
student in the early 1900's. However, since he was deeply dismayed at the
provincialism of the Irish Literary Theatre which represents the Revival
Movement he wrote an indignant essay entitled “The Day of the Rabblement,”
in which he manifested his cynical attitude toward the movement. Protesting
against the Theatre’s adherence to chauvinistic repertoires, he accused of its
total indifference to the Continental playwrights such as Ibsen, Hauptman and
Tolstoy. He concluded the essay by arguing that, if Irish directors are not bold
enough to break free from parochialism, they would remain “the rabblement of
the most belated race in Europe”

The analysis of the correspondences with Grant Richards turned out that
Joyce wrote Dubliners in order to awaken his fellow Irish people from their
“hemiplegia or paralysis” which resulted, he thought, from the colonial controls
of the two imperial powers: the British Empire and the Roman Catholic
Church. He was concerned more in the victims of imperialists than in the
oppressors. It is evidenced in his calling the book “a series of epicleti” or “my
nicely polished looking-glass.” It was his ultimate goal to facilitate the course
of Irish civilization by letting his fellow countrymen have one good look at
themselves in his polished looking-glass. In other words, the composition of the



Zoj2e] WEF: “BER 7he AEE L 2 YRE AHP 103

book was a means of his spiritual liberation of his country from the two
imperial oppressors.

Joyce left Ireland for the Continent to realize his artistic aims and wrote
constantly about his home city beginning from Dubliners up to Finnegans
Wake, and finally made a success in establishing Dublin as a mecca of the
modem world literature. Now in Ireland does Joyce enjoy adoration and
reputation as a national hero as endorced by the annual nation-wide celebration
of the Bloomsday, the use of his portrait in the 10-pound bank note being
issued by The Central Bank of Ireland and so forth. The President of the
Republic of Ireland acknowledged on an important occasion that the current
national pride and progression would have been retarded without Joyce's efforts
to liberate Irish people from hypocrisy and paralysis.

To sum up, Joyce the global-minded man was a literary revolutionist for
whom writing represented the supreme political act.



