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That night in my rented room, while letting the hot water on over my can of
pork and beans in the sink, | opened 4 Book Prefaces and began to read....l
pictured the man as a raging demon, slashing with his pen, consumed with hate,
denouncing everything American, extolling everything European and German,
laughing at the weaknesses of people, mocking God, authority. What was this?
I stood up, trying to realize what reality lay behind the meaning of the words.
Yes, this man was fighting, fighting with words. He was using words as a
weapon, using them as one would use a club. (Black Boy, #| 1373)
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