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Abstract

Women's Conflicted Consciousness in the Patriarchal Society
and Woolf's Writing Strategy

Myung-Hee Jin

Virginia Woolf regards the harmonious unity of an individual life and
community as an ideal state in life, just as she stresses the great artist should have
an androgynous mind unimpeded by any consciousness of sex. This is very similar
to Nietzsche's delicate balance of the Apollonian and the Dionysian in art, that is,
the harmony of the principle of individuality and the principle of participation. The
aim of this paper is to study Clarissa's ambiguous attitude to life as Woolf's
intentional writing strategy for an alienated and ignored female identity in a
male-dominant society, not as an allegedly decisive failing in the writer's
characterization.

Mrs. Dalloway is an outstanding work which explicitly depicted the reality of
contradictory self of the upper class woman, who assumed an ambivalent attitude
for her own existence in the established culture and society in which women remain
inferior outsiders. Clarissa leads her comfortable life of appearance as a perfect
hostess giving a party like a sybil, and also ensures the inner privacy of her soul
in an attic, ‘a room of one's own', like an old woman in the room opposite going
to bed with no consciousness of the eyes of others. Woolf reverses here the
traditional plot needing female sacrifice for male development, by transferring to
Septimus the death she originally imagined for Clarissa. And Clarissa narrowly
escapes the schizoid fracture by experiencing in the amidst of her party the ritual
death of Septimus Smith, her double.

Accordingly, this paper also explores the inner consciousness of suffering

female participants in the similar situations and other occasions of parties given by
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the same Mrs. Dalloway in Woolfs three short stories, “The Introduction”

» @

“Ancestors” and “A Summing Up” ‘The Introduction’ describes the vivid emotional
conflict of Lily Everit who has participated in the party for the first time and
suffered like a fly being torn off wings by a proud and destructive man. While in
“Ancestors” Mrs. Vallance reflects on her delightful past days with her parents and
expresses the dissatisfaction with her present being lost her potential and vision,
through her resentment of the ugliness of London and the trivial chat at Mrs.
Dalloway's party. In “Summing Up” Woolf represents the existential alienation and
the splitting of consciousness by concluding Mrs. Latham’s vision of the soul as a
lone bird in a disenchanted and detached moment from the illusion of the worldly
life.

A party brings about a catalysis to the inner journey for solitary and conflicted
female characters in the patriarchal society. And in the party which is given as an
open space for free communication and spiritual communion of all participants,
Woolf's sensitive women ironically experience her part in and departure from the
male oriented society. In fine, Woolf's party is the very symbol for the wished-for
wholesomeness of the soul and society in the departmentalized and schizophrenic

age of high modernism.

B Key words: Women’s Conflicted Consciousness, Woolf’s Writing, Party,
Ambivalence, Patriarchal Society (049 Bg® 9Al 29| 7], T}
El, Y9N, 71EZ A3



