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——Look here, Cranly, he said. You have asked me what I
would do and what I would not do....I will not serve that
in which I no longer believe, whether it call itself my home,
my -fatherland, or my church: and I will try to express
myself in some mode of life or art as freely as I can and as
wholly as I can, using for my defence the only arms I allow
myself to use - - silence, exile, and cunning.

Cranly seized his arm and steered him round so as to lead
back towards Lesson Park. He laughed almost slyly and
pressed Stephen’'s arm with an elder's affection.

——Cunming indeed! he said. Is it you? you poor poet,
you!D
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1. James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. ed.
Chester G. Anderson (New York: Viking, 1968), pp. 246-7.
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There was no hope for him this time: it was the third
stroke. Night after night 1 had passed the house (it was
vacation time) and studied the lighted square of window: and
night after night I had found it lighted in the same way,
faintly and evenly. If he was dead, I thought, I would see
the reflection of candles on the darkened blind for I knew
that two candles must be set at the head of a corpse. He
had often said to me: I am not long for this world, and 1
had thought his words idle. Now I knew they were true.
Every night as I gazed up at the window I said softly to
myself the word paralysis. It had always sounded strangely
in my ears, like the word gnomon in the Euclid and the
word simomy in the Catechism. But now it sounded to me
like the name of some maleficient and sinful being, It filled
me with fear, and vet I longed to be nearer to it and to look
upon its deadly work.5 |
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5. James Joyce, Dubliners, ed. Robert Scholes and A.. Walton
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——He was too scrupulous always, she said. The duties of
the priesthood was too much for him. And then his life was,
you might say, crossed. (17)
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7. Florence L. Walzl, "A Date in Joyce's 'The Sisters.”” Texas

Studies in Literature and Language, 4 (1962): 183-7.
8. Brian A. Bremen, ""He Was Too Scrupulous Always: A

Re-examination of Joyce's 'The Sisters.”” JJ@ 23 (1986): 63.
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She stopped suddenly as if to listen, I too listened; but there
was no sound in the house: and I knew that the old priest
was lying still in his coffin as we had seen him, solemn and
truculent in a death, an idle chalice on his breast.

Eliza resumed:

——Wide -awake and laughing - like to himself....So then,
of course, when they saw that, that made them think that
there was something gone wrong with him.... (18)
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——1It was that chalice he broke....That was the beginning
of it. Of course, they say it was all right, that it contained

- nothing, I mean. But still....They say it was the boy's
fault. But poor James was so nervous, God be merciful to
him! (17)
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He had studied in the Irish college in Rome and he had
taught me to pronounce Latin properly. He had told me
stories about the catacombs and about Napoleon Bonaparte,
and he had explained to me the meaning of the different
ceremonies of the Mass and of the different vestments wom
by the priest. Sometimes he had amused himself by putting
difficult questions to me, asking me what one should do in
certain circumstances or whether such and such sins were
mortal or venial or only imperfections. His questions showed
me how complex and mysterious were ceftain institutions of
the Church which I had always regarded as the simplest
acs. (13)
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“He had often said to me: I am not long for this world, and 1 had thought
his words idle. Now I knew they were true.”
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(priest) 9} YRFFEHCLID

$loll AL o] FFQ v FAL o Yk F HEe Fol
&3 ololgUE ¥ & AMle F39 Tel: 7t AFA
S A8 A F AT AT 23S | W Fof A g B
ojtt. F& AHAle AAZl WA g ¥l JFE o] AFe o]ujAE AAA
F Rodie e UL 2 Ao A ARHe ded 1R

10. James Joyce, Finnegans Wake (London: Faber and Faber,
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11. Senn, 67.
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