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Abdract

Joyce's Pogocolonid Pergedtive in Ulysses

Heesun Kim

Some controverda characterigtics of podcolonid writing can be applied to
James Joyce's novel Ulysses. In the early twenties, the tempord background of
the novd, Irdand was a colony of English imperiadism, and Caholiciam, as the
mental prop of the Irish people, was gradually degraded. Although the Irish
naiondism such as Snn Fen tried to save the Irish people from this digmal
gtudtions, it became as violent as English Imperidisn and adso got very
excusve, narrow-minded, irrationd and sentimental. As a result, in the matter
of the Irish naionaliam tha fird aroused his keen intered, Joyce laer has
teken a criticd gance. Sephen Deddus and Leopold Bloom in Ulysses go
through culturd and psychological disuptions and are losng their identity as
many Irish people do in this dtuaion. This theds examines how the Irish
people are dlenced and marginadized in the colonid society by focusng on
some examples in “Telemachus’, “Negor” and “Circe’.

Thinking that Irish nationdism tends to become exclusve naionalisn and
cultural essentialism, Joyce is anxious about and warns againg these corruptive
agpects of Irish naionaliam. Joyce in Ulysses atempts to indicate these negative
agpects of Irish nationdism in the scene of Bloom's defeating “The Citizen”,
the very chawvinigic character, in “Cydops’. The narrow-minded, exclusive and
irrationa character, “The Citizen”, symbolizes the undesirable aspects of Irish
nationdism but his logic of power is symbolicdly defeaed by Bloom's
maintenance of love. This suggeds that resging the exploitetion of English
Imperidism by means of excusve ndiondism cannot but repeat colonia
discourses based on binary oppostions. By showing the chawvinigic “The
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Citizen”’s defeat by cosmopolitan Bloom, Joyce demongrates that the exclusve
nationdism and cultural essertidism cannat be effedtive means of redging
English imperidism. In concluson, the dedrable way of podcolonidiamn, as
Joyce shows, is not 9 much resding powerful dominance of English
imperialisn by means of power as overcoming colonia/dichotomous discourses
groping for diverse ways of coexigence between nations beyond racid and
politicd differences.



